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Mahatma Gandhi (1869 – 1948)  

 

• Gandhi wanted India to gain 

freedom from the British Empire and 

rule themselves.  

 

• For a long time Britain did not want 

Indian independence.  

 

• But, after several decades of 

campaigning, Indian 

independence was achieved in 

1947.  

 

• Britain’s empire began to disappear 

after this. 

http://www.biographyonline.net/politicians/indian/gandhi.html


• Gandhi was born in north-west India on 

2 October 1869. 

 

• At the age of 19, he left home to study 

law in London. 

 

• When he returned to India, he set up a 

law practice in Bombay, then later went 

to work in a law firm in South Africa.  

 

• Along with his wife and their children, 

Gandhi remained in South Africa for 

nearly 20 years. 

 



• Gandhi didn’t like the way 

black and Asian people like 

him were treated in South 

Africa. 

 

• He was beaten up and thrown 

off a train for refusing to take 

off his turban. 

 

• After this he began teaching 

peaceful resistance to the way 

people like him were treated. 



• Gandhi returned to India in1914 and supported 

the British during World War One. 

 

• By 1920 he was leading the campaign against 

British rule in India even though thousands of 

people had died in the cause. 

 

• He gave up resistance but was arrested by the 

British in 1924.  

 

• In the 1930’s he went on hunger strike to help 

his cause. 



• In 1947 the British Government finally 

granted Indian home rule. 

 

 

• The British government divided India 

into Pakistan and India and this caused 

lots of problems and a lot of bloodshed. 

 

 

 

• In January 1948, he was shot to death 

by a Hindu. 

 

 

 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2

GgK_Nq9NLw 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2GgK_Nq9NLw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2GgK_Nq9NLw


So, why was Gandhi important? 

 

 

Gandhi was important because he wanted all people to be treated the same 

no matter what the colour of their skin was. 

 

He fought for freedom from the British but was always peaceful and never 

hurt anyone. 

 

He influenced people like Martin Luther King who would later fight for black 

rights in America. 

 

 

 

Thanks for listening to my talk. 


